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Children’s Books

(The following is a mail from an American lady who gave some notes on
the famous children’s books, LITTLE HOUSE. She also introduced a
Japanese book or a comic.)

I am wondering, when you mentioned Little House, did you mean the
Virginia Lee Burton book, or did you mean Little House on the Prairie? 1
love both, in fact. The Virginia Lee Burton has beautiful illustrations and
a wonderful build-up of language, it's true. And I think Little House on
the Prairie is particularly interesting because each book is written very
much as through the eyes of the child of the age she is describing -- that
is, the Big Woods book has the concerns and pacing and observations of
a 6-year-old, while Silver Lake feels like 13 and Little Town like 15. The
way the language of the books grows up with the character herself is
remarkable.

My daughter read a Japanese children's book for school that we thought
was very interesting. We liked the story line a lot (we couldn't imagine
a comparable story in an American kids' novel, actually), but also I
thought it was an excellent book for someone studying the language,
even though that was not its intent:

Y33 (21 HEEER NG 3) (BAE) BITA by #H H#X
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Ref. 1: Introduction at YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SMWDynFyJHs

Ref. 2: on the TARAYO tree

llex Iatifolia (Tarajo Holly or Tarajo; Japanese: 2% (725 X 9 tarayd?),
Chinese: KI'M4 % da yé dongqing) is a species of holly, native to southern
Japan (Shizuoka Prefecture south to Kytsha).

It is a small to medium-sized evergreen tree growing to 10-20 m tall with a trunk
up to 60 cm diameter. The bark is dark brown, with a rough surface. The leaves
are alternate, broad lanceolate to ovate-oblong, 8-24 cm long and 4-8 cm broad
(among the largest of any species of holly), glossy dark green above, paler below,
with a thick, leathery texture and serrated (but not spiny) margins. The flowers are
yellowish-green, with a four-lobed corolla, produced in late spring; it is dioecious,
with male and female flowers on separate trees. The fruit is a drupe 7 mm
diameter, ripening orange-red to dark red in winter, and containing four seeds;
they are often produced in dense clusters on the stems.

It is also called HAGAKI no Kl or YUBINKYOKU no KI since the leaves once were
used as letter papers.
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